Ominous signs are in the air, that betoken
its future. Not only signs, but redoubtable
forces are at work to threaten it.

Few historical comparisons can be more
judiciously made than between the Chivalry
of Europe and the Bushido of Japan, and,
if history repeats itself, it certainly will do
with the fate of the latter what it did with
that of the former. The particular and
local causes for the decay of Chivalry which
St. Palaye gives, have, of course, little
application to Japanese conditions; but the
larger and more general causes that helped
to undermine Knighthood and Chivalry in
and after the Middle Ages are as surely
working for the decline of Bushido.

One remarkable difference between the
experience of Europe and of Japan is, that,
whereas in Europe when Chivalry was
weaned from Feudalism and was adopted
by the Church, it obtained a fresh lease of
life, in Japan no religion was large enough
to nourish it; hence, when the mother
institution, Feudalism, was gone, Bushido,
left an orphan, had to shift for itself. The
present elaborate military organization might
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